[Candida antigen and antibody kinetics during antifungal therapy in non-neutropenic intensive care patients].
The present study aimed at determining Candida antigen and antibody kinetics during antifungal therapy. 115 non-neutropenic patients with a stay of more than 5 days in an interdisciplinary intensive care unit during a period of 2 years were reviewed. Routinely measured Candida antigen and antibody titers were evaluated at the beginning and during antifungal therapy. In 67 patients serological data were evaluable in defined time slots. Under fluconazole therapy (FT) the median of Candida antigen (Ramco) was 1:4 and did not change significantly. Candida antibody level increased from 1:80 to 1:320. Initial titers between FT and amphotericin B/5-fluorocytosine therapy (AT) showed a significant difference. During AT antigen titers decreased from 1:8 to 1:4 while antibody titers kept constant at a level of 1:160.